St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School
The Catholic Diocese of Lancaster
Our Mission Statement:
“Sharing Our Faith, Inspiring Education, Achieving Our Dreams”

“Go, therefore, make disciples of all nations.
And look, I am with you always; yes, to the end of
time.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
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Religious Education Policy
At St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School, we celebrate that we are
all unique and loved by God. With Christ at the centre of all we
do, we strive to unlock each child’s potential to become the
individual they are created to be. We are working together to
build a community built on love, faith, forgiveness and service.
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Religious Education Policy Statement
School Mission and Curriculum Intent
At St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School, Religious Education (RE) is not just an academic subject; it is the foundation of our entire school community and underpins everything we do. Our RE curriculum is deeply rooted in our mission statement: "Sharing Our Faith, Inspiring Education and Achieving Our Dreams". Guided by this we aim to guide our children to become religiously literate young people who possess the knowledge, understanding, and skills to think spiritually, ethically, and theologically.

By adopting the Magister Resources "Firm Foundations" programme, which is fully aligned with the new national Religious Education Directory (RED), our intent is to present a theologically rich, engaging, and modern curriculum rooted in Scripture, Tradition, and Church teaching. We desire for our pupils to encounter Christ daily, deepening their relationship with God while fostering deep respect and empathy for other world faiths and beliefs.


Core Principles of Our RE Curriculum:
· Fidelity to the Church: Our teaching follows the authoritative framework provided by the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, delivered with contemporary, rigorous classroom pedagogy.
· The Spiral Structure: Religious knowledge is organized around a cyclical model. Children return to core scriptural and theological themes every year, exploring them with increasing depth and complexity.
· Faith as Living Action: We explicitly connect theological understanding to daily life, moral choices, and Catholic Social Teaching, preparing our children to live out Gospel values in modern society.


Statutory Framework and the Religious Education Directory (RED)
This policy meets all statutory requirements mandated by the Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and Wales. As directed by the hierarchy, our school has fully transitioned to the new Religious Education Directory (RED), titled "To Know You More Clearly".
The Magister curriculum delivers this framework systematically through the application of Four Lenses (reflecting the structure of the Catechism of the Catholic Church) and Three Ways of Knowing:

The Four Lenses:
1. Hear: Engaging deeply with Scripture, salvation history, and God's word.
2. Believe: Exploring Catholic doctrine, the Creeds, and theological concepts.
3. Celebrate: Understanding the Liturgical Year, the Sacraments, prayer, and ritual.
4.  Live: Applying faith to moral choices, relationships, personal virtue, and social justice.

The Three Ways of Knowing (Pupil Skills):
1.  Understand: Developing factual, textual, and conceptual knowledge.
2.  Discern: Critically reflecting on meaning, ethics, and truth claims.
3. Respond: Articulating personal faith responses, prayer, and actions.


Delivery and Implementation Strategy
As a Catholic school, RE is treated as a core academic discipline and is given absolute priority.
In alignment with the Bishops' directive, a minimum of 10% of total curriculum time is dedicated exclusively to taught Religious Education. This translates to approximately 2.5 hours per week and explicitly excludes collective worship, assemblies, or daily prayer and liturgy times.
 
Lesson Structure: Teachers utilize the Magister interactive resources, clear theological slides, and scriptural breakdowns to establish an atmosphere of high-quality discussion and safe, spiritual wondering.

Prayer and Liturgy Integration: Taught RE concepts directly enrich our communal prayer life, seasonal liturgies, and parish connections within our Heysham community.


Whole-School Curriculum Map (The Six Branches)
The Magister scheme arranges the curriculum into six distinct thematic units—known as Branches—which track the rhythm of the Liturgical Year. 
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	Autumn
	Spring 
	Summer

	Reception 
	Creation and Covenant 
God Made Me, My Family, Looking After others, The Creation Story, Looking after God’s world
Prophecy and Promise
Mary is Chosen, Journeys, Jesus is Born, The Shepherds Visit, Advent, Jesus Came for the Whole World
	Galilee to Jerusalem 
The Wise Men visited Jesus, Jesus Welcome Everyone, Jesus Takes Care of Everyone, Jesus Teachers us to Share What We Have with Others 
From Desert to Garden
Caring for Others in Lent, The Good Samaritan,  Jesus Enters Jerusalem, Holy Week, Jesus Rose and Everyone Celebrates
	To the Ends of the Earth 
Ascension, The Holy Spirit, Sharing the Good News, Church is a Special Place, Our Parish is a Family and Community
Dialogue and Encounter
Peters was a Friend of Jesus, Saint Paul, We are all Invited to be Friends with Jesus, People all over the World are Friends of Jesus

	Year 1 
	Creation and Covenant 
The Story of Creation, God’s Love and Care for Us, The Our Father, The Nicene Creed, Laudato Si, Caring for God’s World
Prophecy and Promise 
The Annunciation, Mary Visits Elizabeth, Mary is our Mother, The Birth of Jesus, The Visit of the Shepherds
	Galilee to Jerusalem 
The Presentation in the Temple, Finding of Jesus in the Temple, Jesus Announces His Mission, Jesus Chooses Disciples, Jesus Welcomes Children, Zacchaeus, Jesus, the Light to all Nations
From Desert to Garden 
Temptations in the Desert, Jesus goes to Jerusalem, The Last Supper, Jesus died on a Cross, Jesus rose from the dead
	To the Ends of the Earth 
Easter Sunday, The Road to Emmaus, The Ascension, Pentecost, The Mission of the Church
Dialogue and Encounter 
The Catholic Church, Our Parish Church, The Church in the World, Jewish Life in Britain, Jews Celebrate God’s Love and Care

	Year 2 
	Creation and Covenant 
The Bible, God’s Promise to Noah, God’s Knowledge and Care, Joining the Christian Family, Signs and Symbols in Baptism, The Mystery of the Holy Trinity
Prophecy and Promise
Zechariah in the Temple, The Annunciation to Mary, The Visitation, Advent, The Birth of John the Baptist, The Birth of Jesus, The Visit of the Magi
	Galilee to Jerusalem 
John the Baptist, The Baptism of Jesus, The Temptations of Jesus, Jesus and His Disciples, Cure of the Paralysed Man, God’s Love
From Desert to Garden
Lent and Reconciliation, Jesus Goes to Jerusalem, The Last Supper, Jesus Dies on a Cross, The Resurrection of Jesus, The Easter Vigil
	To the Ends of the Earth 
Jesus Appears to the Apostles, The Ascension, Pentecost, The Fruits of the Holy Spirit, The Conversion of Saul, St Francis of Assisi
Dialogue and Encounter
The Mass, The Good Samaritan, The Christian Community, Judaism, The Shabbat

	Year 3 
	Creation and Covenant 
Creation of the World, made in God’s Image, Symbolism in Genesis, Broken Relationships, God’s Glory in Creation, Care for our World
Prophecy and Promise
The Mass, Prophecy and Promise, Promises Fulfilled, Advent, The Birth of Jesus
	Galilee to Jerusalem 
Visit of the Magi, The Kingdom of God, Commitment to the Kingdom, Parable of the Sower, Jesus works Miracles, The Our Father, St Therese of Lisieux
From Desert to Garden
Miracle of the Loaves, The Last Supper, Celebrating the Mass, The Eucharistic Prayer, God’s Great Love, Sacrament of Reconciliation 
	To the Ends of the Earth 
Jesus on Road to Emmaus, Mission to the World, Pentecost, The Early Church, Saint Paul, The Mystery of God
Dialogue and Encounter
The Hebrews in Egypt, Exodus Preparations, Jewish Celebration of Passover, The Last Supper, Islam, Our Christian Beliefs

	Year 4 
	Creation and Covenant 
The Call of Abraham, God’s Covenant with Abraham, God’ Covenant with Abraham, Abraham and Isaac, Joseph, the Teenager, Joseph and His Family 
Prophecy and Promise
The Prophet Elijah, Elijah on Mount Carmel, John the Baptist, Advent, The Ancestry of Jesus, Joseph the Foster Father of Jesus
	Galilee to Jerusalem 
Jesus Works Miracles, Jesus and John the Baptist, Jesus and Peter, The Sacrament of Reconciliation, The Sacrament of the Sick, St Damien of Molokai
From Desert to Garden
God’s Mercy and Forgiveness, The Judgement of Nations, The Works of Mercy, The Journey to Jerusalem, The Last Supper, The Passion and Death of Jesus
	To the Ends of the Earth 
Jesus is Alive, The Church is Apostolic, The Church in the World, The Communion of Saints, Mary, Mother of the Church
Dialogue and Encounter
The Conversion of Saul, Paul’s Mission, Paul’s Letters, The Catholic Church, The Five Pillars of Islam, The Holy Month of Ramadan

	Year 5 
	Creation and Covenant 
The History of Salvation, God calls Moses, The Exodus, God’s Covenant with the Israelites, Jesus’ Summary of the Law, The Theological Virtues
Prophecy and Promise
David is Chosen, David and Goliath, David is King, Psalm 23, The Mystery of the Incarnation, The Rosary
	Galilee to Jerusalem 
The Sermon on the Mount, St Josephine Bakhita, The Great Commandment, The Prodigal Son, The Transfiguration, The Our Father 
From Desert to Garden
Temptations in the Desert, Ash Wednesday, The Mass, The Four Last Things, The Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary, Easter Sunday
	To the Ends of the Earth 
The Transforming Spirit, The Gifts of the Holy Spirit, The Sacrament of Confirmation, Mary, The First Disciple, The Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary, St Alberto Hurtado
Dialogue and Encounter
The Bible, God’s Covenant with Abraham, Journey through the Bible, The Hebrew Bible, Jewish Life

	Year 6 
	Creation and Covenant 
The Story of Creation, orginal Sin, Laudato Si, The Sacrement of Baptism, The Nicene Creed, Science and Religion.
Prophecy and Promise
Sarah, Miriam, Deborah, Hannah, Esther, Mary Mother of God, Ministries of Charity 
	Galilee to Jerusalem 
St John’s Gospel, Jesus’ Power of Healing, Jesus’ Power Creation, The Raising of Lazarus, The ‘I AM’ Statements, Jesus’ New Presence
From Desert to Garden
The Anointing in Bethany, The Washing of the Feet, Jesus’ Farewell, Jesus before Pilate, The Crucifixion, Holy Week in Church 
	To the Ends of the Earth 
Jesus appears to Mary of Magdala, Jesus appears to the Disciples, Mission to the World, Stephen, the first Martyr, Irene Sendler, St Teresa Benedicta
Dialogue and Encounter
The Common Good, Worldviews, Promoting Unity and Love, Dialogue of Life, Action and Religious Experience, Hinduism




Inclusion, SEND, and Adaptive Practice
At St Patrick's, we guarantee that all children can access spiritual and intellectual formation regardless of learning needs or background. Because Magister lessons lean heavily into sensory encounters (art, scripture texts, music, and physical signs), it is highly accessible for pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).
· Alternative Responses: Pupils are encouraged to express their theological understanding and spiritual reflections through varied formats—including artwork, drama, liturgical movement, oral contributions, or collaborative building.
· Differentiated Driver Words: Lesson outcomes are carefully scaffolded by modifying the depth of response required—ranging from *identifying* and *describing* icons or stories, to *analysing* and *justifying* theological viewpoints.
· Support Structures: Graphic organizers, key vocabulary cards with religious symbols, and guided sentence stems are provided to ensure maximum academic independence.


Assessment, Moderation, and Record of Progress
Assessment in RE is conducted with the same academic rigor and high expectations as other core subjects across the school.
· Formative Evidence: Progress is captured in high-quality RE exercise books, containing scriptural analysis, written reflections, and annotated religious art. In the Early Years, evidence is retained through structured observations and class display photo albums.
· Summative Assessment: At the conclusion of each Magister branch unit, teachers assess pupil understanding against the statutory age-related moderation criteria provided by the Diocesan framework.
· Moderation: To maintain accurate and valid evaluation, portfolio sampling and cross-school moderation are conducted regularly alongside our partner Catholic Trust schools and Diocesan clusters.
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